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What are your summer plans? 
List everything you plan to do this summer (work/internships, classes, volunteering, school works, 

vacation, etc.)



Case Study #1: Liliana



Liliana’s Summer
Liliana had a very busy summer ahead of her senior year in high school. Albeit one of the top five students in her class, Liliana 

realized that she lacked foreign language credits (her school required 2 yrs of a foreign language but the college she wanted to 

attend preferred 4 years) and her math proficiency was poor despite her A grades. Additionally, Liliana's school did not offer any 

college level classes, such as advanced placement. She had an opportunity to take dual enrollment courses in her senior year, but 

Liliana worried that those may be too few to adequately demonstrate to college admissions officers that she was capable of 

excelling in college level classes.

 Finally, Liliana did not have a strong track record of leadership, community service and pursuit of her passion. That's why, in the 

summer Liliana enrolled in online Spanish language classes that allowed her to complete two additional levels of Spanish. She also 

completed an online precalculus class and then registered to do precalculus again at Wilmington University in the fall. This 

repetition was necessary given that Liliana's test score hardly increased after the online math course. Liliana applied and was 

accepted to be a part of a two week long entrepreneurship program at Drexel University. There she developed a business plan she 

began to implement in the summer. She also volunteered as a literacy camp leader. Finally, she used her summer to develop a 

college prep program at her high school and secure all your permissions to hit the ground running in the fall. 



Case Study #2: Mila



Mila’s Summer
Mila was a very successful student. She attended a very rigorous high school and enjoyed a strong college level curriculum. Her grades were 

straight As. However, Mila, an aspiring doctor, lacked experience in the healthcare field she was contemplating entering in the future. She also 

had few community service hours and  lacked knowledge about how to build a business she was passionate about. 

That's why in the summer, Mila interned at her local hospital where she had an opportunity to work with a senior staff member to complete a 

research project. She also completed a few out of state enrichment opportunities , including a week long program at MIT where she did more 

scientific research, and an entrepreneurship program at New York University (NYU).  Mila also served as a teaching assistant for a program 

called TeenSHARP.. By the time her summer was over, Mila finished enough volunteer hours to qualify for the Presidential volunteer service 

award, and had a business project she was working full steam on. 



Case Study #3: Anthony



Anthony’s Summer
Anthony will definitely have a busy summer..  Even though he benefits from attending a school with a very strong college prep curriculum 

with lots of AP courses, Anthony knows that his GPA will raise the eyebrows of the college admissions officers. Anthony is also concerned that 

despite holding several leadership positions he hasn't had an opportunity to make a tangible impact on his community. 

That's why in the summer, Anthony registered to take 4 college classes at his local community college, including such advanced classes as 

Calculus and Chemistry. His goal is to receive As in those challenging classes to demonstrate to admissions officers that he is prepared to excel 

on their campus. Anthony has also reached out to professors at his state university to secure opportunities to do scientific research over the 

summer. Finally, Anthony will serve as a teaching assistant during for TeenSHARP,  an opportunity that will allow him to earn the 

presidential volunteer service award. 



How to Use Your Summer Strategically:
Tips for a College-Bound Student



1. Know Your Weaknesses

2. Choose Activities that Address Your 
Weaknesses and Increase Strengths



Know Your Weaknesses
GPA

If your grades are not straight A’s you need to use your summer to:

● Demonstrate your ability to succeed in rigorous classes and 

● Practice how to secure high performance during the school year (i.e. time management, note-taking, 

essay-writing, reading and comprehension etc.)

Curriculum

If your curriculum does not meet the college admissions standard, you should use your summer to bridge the 

gaps.



Know Your Weaknesses
Course Rigor

College-level classes usually include honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, and Dual 

Enrollment courses. In cases where few of those options are available, use your summer to seek opportunities to 

take college-level classes.    

Leadership

Leadership is measured by positions you hold in extracurricular activities as well as your track record in 

affecting change 



Know Your Weaknesses
Community Service

Summer is a perfect time to demonstrate strong commitment to your own community by volunteering. Seek 

opportunities to create measurable impact when volunteering and use your talents to help others



Address Weaknesses, Increase Strengths
Grade Point Average (GPA)

Summer classes at a local University or a community college

Curriculum Classes you are missing in your record at a local University or a 

community college

Non-credit classes on edx.org  and share evidence of completion with 

the college admissions officers

Course Rigor College classes at a local University or a community college 

Non-credit classes on edx.org  and share evidence of completion with 

the college admissions officers

Educere.net 

Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 



Address Weaknesses, Increase Strengths
Leadership Launch a summer enrichment program for local youth

Intern with a nonprofit organization and propose an initiative you’d like to work on 

Plan to start a club at your school

Speak at conferences and on panels etc.

Do a TEDx talk

Community Service Volunteer with an organization working on an issue you care about



Other Summer Options

Strategic enrichment opportunities (i.e. University-based programs etc.)

Research Opportunities with a University Professor 

● You can write  to professors who are engaged in research on topics of interest to 

you and ask for opportunities to help)



Reflection:

What do you need to add or change about your summer plans to make sure you have a 

strategic summer from the college admissions standpoint?



Upcoming Summer Opportunities
Reed College Fly-In

Bank of America Student Leaders 

Pennsylvania School for Global Entrepreneurship Summer 

Program

Hamilton Scholars Program

Carnegie Mellon Summer Academy Mathematics and 

Science

MITES (Minority Introduction to Engineering and 

Science)

January 25

February 1st

February 15th

January 30th

February 15th

February 1st



Questions?


